THE GREEK SITUATION

A STATEMENT AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN ATHENS

[December 27, 1944.

1 ASKED you to come here because I did not want to leave Athens
without an interchange of courtesies between us.    I have always
found that that was a good thing between journalists.

Of course we feel that our policy has been right. There are two
questions. One is : Ought the British to have come to Greece ?
The second is : What ought we to have done when the civil war
broke out ?

I exchanged telegrams with the President, as the result of which
he agreed with me that we should come in as quickly as we could on
the tail of the Germans, to help push them out of the country and
bring in the food and make sure it could be distributed so that things
could settle down quietly, as they should in any normal country.

The question was put to Marshal Stalin and he gave his agreement.
Obviously it is very desirable to have this part of the world tranquil
and beginning to get its living again.

Then there was the military conference at Caserta, when the Germans
began leaving the Peloponnese. There we were invited to come in by
a Greek Government which represented all the political parties,
including the Communists and E.A.M.

We received an invitation from an all-party Greek Government.
We held the meeting at Caserta to settle the military aspect, and we
had General Sarafis there, representing E.L.A.S., and so we came in.

Then there was an interval of a month or six weeks when the Greek
politicians talked and talked and struggled against internal unrest and
tried to form some kind of army.

Meanwhile, other people gathered from the North and from the
hills and entered the capital. All of a sudden, as you know only too
well for me to have to tell you, a situation of great gravity arose here.

It is certainly clear to me that there would have been a massacre
in this city if we had not intervened with our troops, few though they
then were. How big the massacre would have been, what form it
would have taken, what kind of Government would have emerged
from it, what personalities, what ideologies, I cannot tell. I have
got my view, but everybody can form his own. Certainly in my
opinion there would have been a very serious massacre.

There is always a moment of great weakness when the German

U*                                        311